
 

 

 

                                    ÉTUDES  -  STUDIES 
 

 
 
 

 

The «Jacquemin-Rodrik» Synthesis 
and the Design of a new European  
Industrial Policy 
 
 
 
 

Franco Mosconi 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Polo Interregionale di Eccellenza Jean Monnet - Pavia 

Jean Monnet Interregional Centre of Excellence - Pavia 

 
 
 
 
 

THE «JACQUEMIN-RODRIK» SYNTHESIS 
AND THE DESIGN OF A NEW EUROPEAN  

INDUSTRIAL POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 

Franco Mosconi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

November 2012 



 

 
This project has been funded with support from the  

European Commission. 
This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and the  

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be  
made of the information contained therein. 

 
 

Scientific Committee: 
Oreste Calliano, Jean-Claude Gautron, José Mª Gil-Robles  

Markus Krienke, Marco Mascia, Daniela Preda, Vincenzo Salvatore  
Carlo Secchi, Giuseppe Usai, Dario Velo 

 
Editorial Board: 

Laura Bottinelli, Silvia Bruzzi, Enrica Pavione, Francesco Velo 
 
 
 

© Polo Interregionale di Eccellenza Jean Monnet 
Università degli Studi di Pavia 

Via San Felice, 5 – 27100 PAVIA - ITALY 
 

Internet Site: www.jeanmonnet-pv.it 
Contact: info@jeanmonnet-pv.it 

 
 
Franco Mosconi. The «Jacquemin-Rodrik» Synthesis and the Design of a new 
European Industrial Policy 
 
ISBN: 978-88-96890-10-3 
 
Publisher: 
Jean Monnet Centre of Pavia  
Università degli Studi di Pavia 
2012 - Pavia - IT  
 
Printed in November 2012 
at Studio Pixart srl  - Quarto d’Altino VE – IT 
 
 
Cover Image: 
Bernardino Lanzani (1522), Veduta di Pavia. Edited detail. 
Fresco Painting. Basilica S. Teodoro, Pavia 
 

This publication may only be reproduced stored or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, with the prior permission in writing of the publisher. Enquires concerning  
reproduction outside these terms should be sent to the Jean Monnet Centre of Pavia  



 

 

 
 

Index 
 
 
       
 
Summary p. 7 

1. Prologue p.   9 

2. The contributions of Alexis Jacquemin (1980s) and 
Dani Rodrik (2000s) 
 

p. 11 

3. “The Economist” Debate on Industrial Policy 
 

p. 15 

4. The European Perspective (I) 
 

p. 19 

5. The European Perspective (II): the implications for 
Italy’s manufacturing  
 

p. 29 

6. Conclusions 
 

p. 35 

References p. 39 

Annex N. 1: “The Economist” Debate on Industrial Policy p. 43 

Annex N. 2: The EU’s Industrial Policy: an Overview p. 45 

Annex N. 3: Structural Indicators p. 49 

 



 

Summary 
 
 
The aim of this paper

(*)
 is to analyze the possible role of a new industrial 

policy at a European level. In so doing, the paper sheds light on both the 
forward-looking contribution of the late Alexis Jacquemin [1987], and 
the seminal papers of Dani Rodrik [2004, 2007]: this analysis shows 
what we could label the «Jacquemin-Rodrik Synthesis»; i.e., a positive 
industrial policy aimed not only at coping with the traditional market 
failures, but one aimed at influencing the structural transformation of 
industries and nations. The EU’s current situation is the subject of a 
specific paragraph given the potential role of a new industrial policy 
managed at the supranational level. From this framework emerges the 
strength of Italian manufacturing, and consequently the necessity to 
reform our fragmented (i.e., at the regional level of government) 
industrial policy. The renewal of our industrial policy should give Italy the 
chance to contribute to the debate in Brussels and Strasbourg where 
the EU is shaping a new approach for «a stronger European industry 
for growth and economic recovery». 
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(*)This paper builds on the articles originally published in the review “il 
Mulino”: Una nuova politica industriale (21 July 2010, on-line edition);  
Una politica industriale europea (N. 1/2011, January-February). The 
research has been carried out within the framework of the "Progetto di 
Ricerca di Rilevante Interesse Nazionale (PRIN) 2008 - Unita' di Ricerca 
dell'Universita' di Parma" 
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