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Summary 
 
 

The peculiarities of the defence industry’s innovation process justify the 

magnitude of public intervention. Historically, it has taken specific featu-

res in Europe and the United States so that it is possible to identify two 

distinct model of development. In the current context, the conditions for 

a gradual convergence of traditional models tend to emerge. Among 

the factors that fuel this process, technological change is particularly 

important. The increasing complexity of the innovation process toge-

ther with imbalances in the international distribution of know-how con-

tribute to the strengthening of industrial and commercial interactions 

between the U.S. and the European Union. The aim of the book is to de-

epen this evolutionary hypothesis with specific reference to the major 

programs of international cooperation within the combat aircrafts’ in-

dustrial segment, namely the Joint Strike Fighter and the Eurofighter 

Typhoon. 
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